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he have dared to make such an important revelation so
prejudicial to the interests of his Government? Germany
at this time, in the early weeks of the War, was trying
hard to win the good-will of the United States and make
the world believe that she was fighting for self-defense in
a war forced upon her. A statement such as Wangenheim's
would have done Germany infinite damage.
And is it not difficult to understand why the American
Ambassador did not report to Washington what was per--
haps the most important thing he ever heard at Constanti-
nople? Yet a careful search through the files of the State
Department at Washington shows that there is no despatch
or telegram recounting this interesting conversation with
Baron Wangenheim; nor does Mr. Morgenthau in his book
say anything about having made a report on the subject
to Washington.